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As We Gather
“Why are you crying?” It is a question parents may ask their child, a person
may ask a friend, or a husband and wife may ask each other. It is asked so
help can be offered and comfort given. As Jesus was true God and true man
entering this world in our flesh, He too with full  human emotions cried.
“Jesus, why are You crying?” We ask that question and find our answer in
God’s Word as we conclude our midweek Lenten series, “Lenten Tears.”
Tonight, we see the compassion and care our Savior has for us in the midst
of our tears of grief.

[Today’s hymns are printed on pages 10-14 of the bulletin.]

T Preparation for Worship T

Hymn                            TLH 142 – A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth

Invocation                                                               Matthew 28:19b

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Confession and Absolution           1 John 1:5, 7-9; 2:2; Hebrews 4:16

P God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 
C If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with 

one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from 
all sin. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. 

C If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P Let us pray. 
C Almighty God, merciful Father, we are sinful by nature, and have 

sinned against You in our thoughts, words, and actions. But we are 
sorry for our transgressions and pray You, of Your bountiful mercy, 
to be gracious and merciful  unto us.  Forgive us for Jesus’ sake,  
renew us by Your Spirit, and lead us in the way everlasting. Amen. 

P Jesus Christ is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only, 
but also for the sins of the whole world. We are forgiven. With boldness 
and confidence we may approach the throne to find grace to help in time
of need. In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

T Service of the Word T

Psalm of the Day                                                     Psalm 34:12-22

P What man is there who desires life and loves many days, 
C that he may see good? 
P Keep your tongue from evil 
C and your lips from speaking deceit. 
P Turn away from evil and do good; 
C seek peace and pursue it. 
P The eyes of the LORD are toward the righteous 
C and his ears toward their cry. 
P The face of the LORD is against those who do evil, 
C to cut off the memory of them from the earth. 
P When the righteous cry for help, 
C the LORD hears and delivers them out of all their troubles. 
P The LORD is near to the brokenhearted 
C and saves the crushed in spirit. 
P Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 
C but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 
P He keeps all his bones; 
C not one of them is broken. 
P Affliction will slay the wicked, 
C and those who hate the righteous will be condemned. 
P The LORD redeems the life of his servants; 
C none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned.

Passion History                                                                              Calvary

He went out, bearing His own cross, But they compelled a passerby, Simon
of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus, who was coming in from the
country, to carry the cross behind Jesus. And there followed Him a great
multitude of the people and of women who were mourning and lamenting
for Him. But turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not
weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. For behold, the
days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs
that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ Then they will begin to
say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ For if they do
these things when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?”
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Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with Him.
And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a
Skull), they offered Him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when He tasted
it, He would not drink it.

There they crucified Him, and with Him two others, one on either side, and
Jesus between them. And it was the third hour when they crucified Him.
And Jesus said,  “Father,  forgive them for they know not  what  they do.”
Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the cross. And the inscription of
the charge read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” Many of the
Jews read this inscription, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near
the city, and it was written in Aramaic, in Latin, and in Greek. So the chief
priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but
rather, ‘This Man said, I am King of the Jews.’” Pilate answered, “What I
have written, I have written.” 

When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took His garments and divided
them into four parts, one part for each soldier; also His tunic. But the tunic
was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom, so they said to one
another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it shall be.” This
was to fulfill the Scripture which says, “They divided My garments among
them, and for My clothing they cast lots.”

So the soldiers did these things, but standing by the cross of Jesus were His
mother  and  His  mother’s  sister,  Mary,  the  wife  of  Clopas,  and  Mary
Magdalene. When Jesus saw His mother and the disciple whom He loved
standing nearby, He said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” Then
He said to  the  disciple,  “Behold,  your  mother!”  And from that  hour  the
disciple took her to his own home.

And the people stood by, watching, and those who passed by derided Him,
wagging their heads and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and
rebuild it  in three days, save Yourself! If You are the Son of God, come
down from the cross.” So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders,
mocked Him, saying, “He saved others; He cannot save Himself. He is the
King of Israel; let Him come down now from the cross, and we will believe
in Him. He trusts in God; let God deliver Him now, if He desires Him. For
He said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” The soldiers also mocked Him, coming up
and offering Him sour wine and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews,
save  Yourself!”  One  of  the  criminals  who  were  hanged  railed  at  Him,
saying,  “Are  You  not  the  Christ?  Save  Yourself  and  us!”  But  the  other
rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same
sentence of condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the
due reward of our deeds; but this Man has done nothing wrong.” And he
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said, “Jesus, remember me when You come into Your kingdom.” And He
said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.”

It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land
until the ninth hour, while the sun’s light failed. And about the ninth hour,
Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that
is,  “My God,  my God,  why  have  You  forsaken Me?”  And  some of  the
bystanders, hearing it, said, “This Man is calling Elijah.”

After  this,  Jesus,  knowing that  all  was  now finished,  said  (to  fulfill  the
Scripture), “I thirst.” A jar full of sour wine stood there, and someone ran
and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed and gave it to Him to
drink. But another said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take
Him down.”

When Jesus  had received  the sour  wine,  He  said,  “It  is  finished.”  Then
Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into Your hands I commit
My spirit!” and He bowed His head and gave up His spirit.

And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom.
And the earth shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened.
And  many  bodies  of  the  saints  who  had  fallen  asleep  were  raised,  and
coming out of the tombs after His resurrection they went into the holy city
and appeared to many.

When the centurion and those who were with him keeping watch over Jesus
saw the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe and said,
“Truly this was an innocent man and the Son of God!” There were also
many women there,  among whom were  Mary  Magdalene  and Mary  the
mother of James and John, the sons of Zebedee, looking on from a distance,
who  had  followed  Jesus  from  Galilee,  ministering  to  Him.  And  all  the
crowds that had assembled for this spectacle, when they saw what had taken
place, returned home beating their breasts.

Since it was the day of Preparation, and so that the bodies would not remain
on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews
asked Pilate that their legs might be broken and that they might be taken
away. So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first, and of the other
who had been crucified with Him. But when they came to Jesus and saw that
He was already dead, they did not break His legs. But one of the soldiers
pierced His side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and water.
He who saw it has borne witness—his testimony is true, and he knows that
he is  telling the truth—that  you also may believe.  For  these things took
place that the Scripture might be fulfilled: “Not one of His bones will be
broken.” And again another Scripture says, “They will look on Him whom
they have pierced.”
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And when evening had come, since it was the Day of Preparation, that is,
the day before the Sabbath, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named
Joseph. He was looking for the kingdom of God, and was also a disciple of
Jesus, but secretly, for fear of the Jews. He was also a respected member of
the  council,  a  good and righteous  man,  who had not  consented  to  their
decision or action. Now he took courage and went to Pilate and asked for the
body of Jesus. Pilate was surprised to hear that He should have already died.
And summoning the centurion, He asked him whether He was already dead.
And when he learned from the centurion that He was dead, he granted the
corpse to Joseph. And Joseph bought a linen shroud, and taking Him down,
Nicodemus,  who  earlier  had  come  to  Jesus  by  night,  came  bringing  a
mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds in weight. So they
took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen cloths with the spices, as is the
burial custom of the Jews. Now in the place where He was crucified there
was a garden, and in the garden Joseph had a grave that had been cut in the
rock and in which no one had been laid. So because of the Jewish Day of
Preparation, since the tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus there. And he
rolled  a  great  stone  to  the  entrance  of  the  tomb  and  went  away.  Mary
Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joseph, who had come with Him from
Galilee, followed and saw the tomb and how His body was laid. Then they
returned and prepared  spices  and ointments.  On the Sabbath they  rested
according to the commandment.

Confession of Faith            Luther’s Explanation of the Second Article

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity,
and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord. 
He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me
from all sin, from death, and from the power of the devil, not with gold or
silver,  but  with His  holy,  precious blood and His  innocent  suffering and
death. 
He did this that I should be His very own, live under Him in His kingdom,
and serve Him in eternal righteousness, innocence, and joy; just as He is
risen from death, lives and reigns in eternity. 
This is most certainly true.

Hymn                   TLH 390 – Drawn to the Cross, which Thou hast Blest
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Sermon Text                                                                          John 11:17-37
17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the
tomb four days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and
many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning
their brother. 20 So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and
met him, but Mary remained seated in the house.  21 Martha said to Jesus,
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.  22 But even
now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 23 Jesus
said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”  24 Martha said to him, “I know
that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her,
“I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die,
yet shall he live,  26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never
die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you
are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” 28 When she
had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The
Teacher is here and is calling for you.”  29 And when she heard it, she rose
quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but
was still in the place where Martha had met him.  31 When the Jews who
were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out,
they followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep there.
32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his
feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her
also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And
he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and
see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some
of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have
kept this man from dying?”

    When You Cry Tears of Grief...
I. See the Comfort Jesus Brings You
II. See the Heart Jesus Has for You
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Offertory                        TLH 179 – On My Heart Imprint Thine Image

Hymn                                                                TLH 651 – Be Still My Soul

General Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

C Amen.

Hymn                                                  TLH 552 (1, 4, 6, 8) – Abide with Me

Hymns and liturgical settings under copyright are used by permission through Concordia
Publishing House License #000014358 or OneLicense.net #A-729565. Scripture quotations
are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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